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accusation you propose to send to the courts against these
rascals, and that you would be very much obliged if he would
come and talk the matter over with you."
Lady Lin was satisfied, and it was arranged that she should
expect him two days later, in the evening.
At dinner-time next day, the old woman came to see Hsi-
mdn Ch'ing. He was in his study when Tai An came to tell
him that she had come. He went to the inner room and pulled *"
down the lattice. The old woman came and kotowed to him.
Tai An, who knew well enough what was afoot, went out. Old
woman Wen told Hsi-men she had succeeded in persuading
Lady Lin. She had spoken highly of him, she said, explained
his position, praised his generosity and amiability, spoken of
his gay and lively nature. "She believed what I told her," the
old woman said, "and she is willing to meet you to-morrow
night. Her son will not be at home. She will offer you a meal
and make a show of discussing legal matters with you."
Hsi-men Ch'ing was delighted. He told Tai An to get two
rolls of fine silk for the old woman.
"When you go to-motrow," the old woman said, "don't be
too early. Go at night, when it is quiet in the streets, and enter
the house by the back-door. Close to the back-door is a house
belonging to a woman called Tuan. I shall be waiting there
for you. Knock at the door and I will come out and take you
to Lady Lin's house. We shall have to be careful that none
of the neighbours see us."
"I understand," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "Go to Madam
Tuan's and wait there for me. Don't go away, I shall certainly
not be late."
Old woman WSn went back to tell Lady Lin the result of
her conversation with Hsi-mSn.
That night, Hsi-men Ch'ing went to Picture of Grace's
room. He was impatient for the next day and was sparing in
his attentions. When the day came, he put on a white hat and
went with Ying Po-chueh to Hsieh Hsi-ta's place to celebrate
his birthday. Two singing-girls were there. He drank only a
few cups of wine and, as soon as it was dark, escaped from
the party and mounted his horse. Tai An and Ch'in T'ung
followed him. It was the nineteenth day of the month and the
moon was full. He set eye-shades on his eyes and turned into

